CHAPTER 18

A WALK THROUGH THE NECK;
REMEMBERING THEPAST, EYEING THE FUTURE

AYou had to walk on the stree
were so many people on the s
Brownsville native Charma Liston, describing
the bustling Neck half a century ago
AfnBasically, itd6s an abandon:
Mi ke Novotney, owner of Fiddl e
lamenting the current conditions in the Neck
fiThe future is bright, just liketheslpan says. 0
Jeri Stumpf , Governor o6s Of fi
and Community Revitalization
Three views siNéeck@&expressesivi | | ed
inaWQEDT V fA@ddocumentary
If you mention downtown Brownsvilléo a former resident of the
historic Monongahela River town, chances are your listener will shake
hi s head sadly and say, fThe | ast
upset when | drove through the Necl

Then the speaker will pause as he thinks badke years when he
lived in bustling Brownsville.
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i Why, | can remember, o he wil/| b ¢
crowded . . . 0

And even though you have heard it sannytimes before, you will
patiently wait for him to finish the sentence

i . . that you had to step out i

Or perhaps he will talk about the days when the downtown shopping
district boasted three movie theaters, three or four drug stores, nearly half
a dozen shoe stores, and busy hunmunters and soda fountains
scattered all over town. His memories have not been skewed by the
passage of ti me. They are accurat
Neck just a few generations agBut not anynore.

The Neck is in trouble.

Over the past two centuri es, Br o
of Market Streefrom Dunlap Creek tehe Flatiron liilding, has been an
economic chamleon. In the same way thagptilian master of disguise
mimics its own surroundings, business ctiods in the Neck have
always mirrored the economic ups and downs of the surrounding region.

The Brownsville area has experienced several cycles of bodm an
bust throughout its historyDuring any of those times, one glance at the
Neck would have td the story of the economgituation in towns and
patches for miles around.

That may no longer be the case, but there is no doubt that the
Neckds di smal appearance today ser
everyone who travels througf whether that nesage is accurate or not.
Whatare visitordikely to infer fromsuch a discouraging streetscape?

Is the current depressing state of affairs in the Neck just another
Adowno period in its <cyclical eco
economic revivaliin its future, as has happened in the past? Or is the
Neck, which has been knocked to the canvas before but has always been
able to get up, down for the count this time?

In February of this yeaf2005], WQED Pittsbur ghit
magazine progran®n Q, aired a fifteeaminute report about the current
state of affairs in Brownsville, dramatically illustrating the dismal decay
of many of the buildings in Browns\

The programbés stark and depressi
emotionalimpact on many current and former Brownsville residents who
saw the program. David S. Solomon, supervising producédnof)
informed me that this particular episodeiQii gener at ed mor €
reaction than any report | can remember in the recetarisf ourOn Q

* Note: This chapter reflectsonditions in the Necés they existedhen
these articlesvereoriginally publishedn 2005.
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programo

The WQED program started tongues wagging about the future of
the Neck, and that discussion il ictive in Brownsville today. In the
interest of providing some background information for this ongoing

debate,we wi | | examine i n det ai | t he
buildingsdé utilization and owner shi
its future.

Among the questions we will address trese

A Whatbuildings lie within the traditional boundaries of the Neck?
A Who owns each of those buildings?

A Which of them are in use?
A hicWhave particular historical significance?

AWhat should be done with them?

Utilizing public record, historical reference materials, and
interviews, we will attempt to supply answers to these questions.

And there are more.Can any of t he Neck©6s
buildings be restored?Would a plan to earmark some of them for
residential use beealistic? Is it feasible that they could be anchors for a
reborn business district? Or areeyjpanc hor s around Br
economic Neck, sinking the townds |
with them those who refuse to concede that these buildivaysbe an
obstacle to progress?

You will find passionate supporteof both perspectives

Let 6s s some backgedurid hinformation about the Neck,
including the story of its creation, the reason for its odd name, and the
central role it has pleed in reflecting the economic highs and lows that
have plagued Brownsville throughout

Long before the Neck became a thriving commercial district, the
land on which its stores were eventually built was a very narrow
penirsula connected to the base of the hill near the present site of the
Flatiron building. The peninsula juttsgutiwestward adjacent toroad,
low bottomland through which meandered Dunlap Creek, the boundary
separating Bridgegrt and Brownsville boroughsBecause the peninsula
protruded fronthe hillsidejusta s a mapnofrues fraiiskbody,
the peninsuldecame knownash e fA Neck . 0O

Howdidthisnar r ow peni nsul a depvnatyop i r
business and spping district?

At firstBrownsdvidlnlégbds fir st comm
Front Streeton wh at is now Brownsvilleobs
Jacob Bowman established a trading post (now part of Nemacolin Castle)
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Inthis 1883 fABirpa&msorEyma Wreawd nigthe t he
peninsulashown within the oval The low flat floodplain between the Neck
and the curving Dunlap Creek was calledi Kr esf@mt t om. 0

along lower Front Street. Soon numerous shops, businessdshe

t owndés fwere establishea aléng Frontré&:t. Front Street was
Brownsvilleds commerci al center fc
changed when the new National Road came to town.

In 1818, the National Road (latelesignated afkoute 40) was
completed to Brownsville. Withirnthe boundaries of Brownsville
Borough, theNational Road was known as Market Street. Thagh
volume of traffic coming through Brownsvilleon the National Road
(Market Streetjured businesses away from Fr@treetover to Market
Street. From the North Sidehe National Road curved around North
Bend, continued down Market Street hilhd traveled through the center
of the peninsula until it reached #gsuttwestern tip. There it crossed
bridge over Dwnlap Creek into Bridgeport Borough, thémrned toward
the Monongahela River where there was a féand later a bridge

Brownsville and Bridgeport became favorite places for many of the
Nati onal Roadds travel er sand marde nd
boats to continue their travetorthward on the Monongahela River to
Pittsburgh, and from there westward on the Ohio River.

Those years from 1818 through the 1850s provide a prime example
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of the Neckdbés histor i chbadt. Thed\atioralr n o0
Road was teeming with stagecoach and wagon traffic after 1818, and
thousands of travelers passed through the Neck on the National Road.
Downt own merchants hustled to meet
supplies and services, anddiness in the Neck boomdm 1818 to
1852.Thi s made the Neck the townds bu

APittsburgh wild] n doastad loainciiaenms t to
fibecause it is too close to Browns\
But clouds were formingoBr ownsvi | |l eds hori zol

rail travel began supplanting stagecoaches and wagons as the favorite
method of travel to the west. In May of 1852, the Pennsylvania Railroad
opened passenger service between PhiladefpitaPitsburgh. Six
weeks lger, the B& Railroad began carrying passengers between
Cumberland and Wheeling.

Overnight, the number of stagecoaches and wagons traveling
through Brownsvilleon the National Road plummeted. After all, why
travel for days in a stagecoaithreachPittsburgh or Wheeling & quick,
smooth train journey to those cities was now available?

Unfortunately,the railroaddid not come through Brownsville for
several more decades. The plunge in the volume of traffic on the
National Road in 1852 cau$enany businesses in the Neck to fail, and
t hat year mar ked the beginning of
Neckds economic history. For seve
townspeople prayed for an economic upturn to rescue their- once
prospering tan. It would be many years before that recovery came.

The waiting finally paid off around the turn of the century. The
coming of King Coal in the late 9and early 20 centuries brought
thousands of miners and their families into town from the newly
constructed coal company villages around Brownsville. Beginning in
1908, West Penn Railways streetcars delivered eager shdippers
outl yi ng 0 mwatownkvile, wherevthey disembarked onto
busy Market Street in front of the new Snowdon Buildingilt in 1906)

The early decades of the 1900s f
at its seams with stores, shoppers, nickelodeons, eateries, and businesses
of every \ariety. Wouldbe entrepreneurs were anxious to get involved
in the commercial boom, but they soon realized thesis mo property
available in the Neclwherethey could construct new stor@r business

Or was there?

In 1916, Br o wwn bankerl dnce degeloperj Gharlesn a r
Snowdon, pulled off a daring real estate coup. pdechased land in
barren Kr epp sliinpeB mailoadcanpbads dflslagninto the
Bottomuntil a portion of that former flood plain was elevated as high as
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the Neck. On this artificial landfil| which widened théleck, he created
Snowdon Place. In 1921, he opened its star attraction, the new Plaza
Theater.

The addition of Snowdon Placgater called Snowdon Square)
attracted even more people to Brownsville. eTiown vibrated with
economic energy and optimism. During the 1920s, Brownsville
experienced its last major flurry of downtown construction, as most of
the buildings in Snowdon Square, the new Union Station, the new
Monongahela Hotel, and two massive bamlere opened.

Then, in the fading days of Oct
were shattered.

On October 29, the U. S. stock market crasheae esulting
Depression rockedhe town with bank failures business and home
foreclosures, and industrielosings For Brownsvill ed
beginning of another Adownodo perio

Next, we will continue our lok at the history of the Neck, anken
we will take a walk through the Neck of 2005. We will note the
histoiical background of some of the buildings that we pass, and we will
look into the current use and ownership of each building along the way.

S
d

A STROLL THROUGH BROWNSVILLEGS NECK

Will the Neck ever bustle again?

That question is on the minds ofirrent and formeBrownsville
residents who havlamened the decay of a part of the town that was
once a Mecca for the regionbs shorg
from the Cat Iron Bridge to the Flatirondilding is now nearly deserted
with only a few active businesses interspersed among the plywood
covered storefronts.

So far, we have notethat the Neck has experienced a cyclical
pattern of economic ups and dowmser the past two centuries. Now i
2005, t he Ne ¢ k hasseverabgen.i |d thie jusi anatleer | t
temporary downturn, or is the Neck finished as a vital part of
Brownsville?

The Neck has had two fAboomodo peri
prior to 1852, when businesses in the Neck served thousands of saveler
on the National Road. The second was in the eafl\c@atury, when it
servedasthe shopping destination for aréamilies whose incomes came
from coal coke,railroads and other industries.

During t he 1920s, wi t h nom®ne S
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period would soon endhe majority ofdowntownBrownsvilled s mo st
impressive buildings were constructed or radically renovated. They
included the Plaza Theatre (1921); the National Deposit Bank, now
National City Bank (1923); the Monongahela Hoteltetacalled the
Towne House (1925); the MonongahdlationalBank, later called First
National Bank (1925); and the new Union Station (1928).

That second boom ended in 1930 with the coming of the Great
Depression. The frenzy of building construction ie Neck stopped and
never resumed. Very few buildinggere builtin the Neck after 1929.

World War 1l temporarily revived the coal and coke industry in this
area. After World War 11, shoppers packed the Neck once more, but any
impression of a lastg commercial revival in the town was a cruel
illusion. During the final decades of the™0 ent ur y, the ar
mines, coke ovens, railroads, and other industries began shutting down,
and the regionbés popul ati onNeskt eadi
began to falter one by one, and the resulting exodus of merchants and
young people from Brownsville cast a pall over the town that still lingers
today.

Will history repeat itself?

In the late 1800s, King @l helped the Neck recapture a vibrancy
not seersince the decline of the National Road had quieted its streets.

In the 1940s, the town recovered from the Great Depression, and for
several decades crowds again jammed the sidewalks in the Neck.

Now the 2% century has arrived, and the Neck is suffering again. Is
it too much to expect one more revival of the Neck?

L e tt@nsto the present situation. With a new effort underway to
focus on building code enforcement in the Neck, two questions become
relevant in any discussion about t

Who owns the buildings in the Neck?

Which of them are actually in use?

To answer those questionse will take a walk thragh the Neck.

As we dexaminaveadh bbdilding that we pas¥e will start at the

Cast Iron Bridge, facthe Neck, and concentrate on the buildings on our

left, those locatedonhe Ari ver 0 st tVeenwodreabhar k e
the Flatiron lilding, we will walk back down the other side of Market

Street and examinéé buildings on that side of the street.

[Reminder The information that follows reflects the status of the
buildings in the Necht the timethese articles were originally published
in theUniontown (PAHerald-Standard in the summer of 2005.]

As we start walking from the Cast Iron Bridge, wmemediately
notice that along the left side of Market Street is an uninterrupted wall of
buildings. There is no gap between any of the buildings on that side of
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the street until we reach the far end of Mheck, where a narrow alley

separates the Snowdon Building from Union Station. Significantly, this

al so means t her e i s no natur al fi
0]

1
buildings along the fArivero side 1

From | eft to r i g heformer RushAuwrnitee Stoeei theh 6 s ; 1
former George B. Kirk Shoe Store (later part of G. C. Murphy); the five
story building that housed G. C. Murphy, as did the long light brick two
story building with the white marquee. Next is the Gottesman building,
which housed the Ash Hat Shop and the Nolla Shop, anoh the extreme

rightisthe formerKar t 6 s | adi esd® cl othing store.

The first building on our left is the Autenreith building, one of the
few structures in the Neck that was constructed after 1929neAtory
brick building, it was erected in 1930 by Nathan and Dora Kaufman,
Reuben and Sarah Shure, and Christopher and Gertrude Garletts. Even
before construction of the building was complete, the owners signed a
twentyy ear | ease wi triStordsuof Ritteburghi t hé6s Dol
The Autenreith building is unusual besauit is not built on a full
foundation. Insteadmost of it stands on piers that are anchored in
Dunlap Creek. The creek flows beneath the building, and the storefront
is actually loated along the sidewalk of the historic Cast Iron Bridge,
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P R
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This Brownsville Telegraph photo was published in 1936 during
Br o wn s vMictoty eANeek celebration in the midst of the Great
Depression. The store opened in September 1930 and officially closed on
February 21, 1977.

blocking any side view of that emd the Cast Iron Bridge.
Autenreithdés Doll ar St ember 1930 e ne d
and closed in Februay®77. Some of the buildings in the Neck may be

candi dates for restoration, but Au
years its roof has coll apsed. The
Fayette County Redevelogmt Authority, and according to the

authorityés executive director, An

to be demolished within the next two months. The demolition will
require the contractor to take special precautions to prevent debris from
enterirg Dunlap Creek during the demolition. The piers that support the
building are not scheduled to be removed during Phase 1 of the
demolition.

Next t o Aut enr e istorly brigk beiltirgs dThey wo t
were erected sometime after 1922, whishwhen fire destroyed three
wooden buildings that had been located at that site. According to
historian Norene Halvonik, the three burned buildings, which housed
Wolfe and Paul hardware, the Harry Levy clothing store, and Sharpnack
and Conelly furnitureand hardware, were the last remaining wooden
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structures in the Neck.

In their places were erected two buildings. The building next to
Aut enr ei t kstdrg, lightsed bricktbtilding.e This is the former
Bush Furniture Store. The Fayetteudty Assessment Office identifies
its owner as Thomas E. Bizet of Brownsville, who also owns the Antique
Grill. The building has an extn@ide brown garage door at street level,
and the garage is currently in use.

The building to the right of the fmer Bush Furniture building is a
slightly lower, threestory, dark red brick building identified by the
assessment office as 3 Market Stredthe G. C. Murphy Co., also
known as t he AFi ve and Teat,sémeeXxpa
point, and it becme t héehandéftsecti epart @ L. t he
Murphy Company store. At present, the ground floor of this building
appears to be in active private use, and at least one upper floor is
occupied as a residence. The assessment office lists its ownkgra€ A
Dade of Brownsuville.

This postcard image taken betweenl 92071 1936, shows. G. C.

Having passed three buildings so far, we have now reached a series
of four vacant buildings whose owners are identified by the assessment
office as either Manor Investments Ltd. or Ernest E. and Marilyn K.
Liggett. Mr . and Mr sssorrecgrd attthe s 6 |
assessment office is the same address that is also registered for Manor
Investments Ltd.
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The first of these four properties is a fistory red brick building
that housed another part of the G. C. Murphy Co. To its right iwerlo
two-story buff brick building that extends around the dogleg bend in the
street. It housed the remaining part of the huge G. C. Murphy store,
which had a rich history in Brownsville.

The easiest way to spot which buildings eventually housed G. C. My

Co. is tofollow the bright white continuous marquee that stretches above

the ground floor on three of the buildings. Those are the building that were
formerly occupied by the fAFive and Ten
Note the fading sign paintel on the tallest of the three buildings, advertising

Mur phyoés as fAThe Friendly Store. o

The G. C. Murphy Co. store opened in Brownsville in 1915 on the
ground floor of the Brownsville Opera House, which burned in 1919.
According to historian Norene dfvonik, two brick buildings were
erected in 1920 on the Opera House
larger (lefthand building) of the two, which is the tvabory buff brick
building we are discussing now.

Over the years, M u oppirty yaea anck itsp a n d
services. In 1956, residents may recall that the store added a lunch
counter and delicatessen to its already existing bakery. In 1960, the store
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was completely remodeled, a new entrance was opened at the southwest
(toward theCast rem  Br i dge) end of the stor
sign was installed on the stomnnecting the sprawling department
stores many entrances.

In | ater years the Brownsville s
by Ames Department Stores, Inc., and in December 1985, the store was
closed after seventy years in business. In March 1986, the property was
purchased by a group of local businessmen winméd the Brownsville
Development Corporation. The group, whose presidest downtown
merchant Ernie Mamio, hoped to turn the vacant building into a
regional outlet center.

In 1992, the G. C. Murphy building was purchased at a county tax
sale by Maor Investments Ltd., causing a wpliblicized rift to develop
between the Liggetts and BARC (Brownsville Area Revitalization
Corporation). BARC had planned to acquire the building from the
coalition of local businessmen with the intention of developirgltural
center and conducting art and dance classes similar to wiosk had
beenheld in the building the previous two summers. A court challenge
failed to overturn the tax sale, and Manor Investments Ltd. retained
ownership of the former G. C. Mpiny store. The building is currently
vacant.

Beyond Murphyés are two vacant b

This photo, taken by W. C. Giles in the 1960s, shows the Ash Hat Co. shop,
George E. Winner Jewel er, Karthatbem, and
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Maril yn K. Li gget t . -storylight brickkboildindgu r p h
known as the Gottesman building, named for its former owner, Mrs.
Edward Gottesman. It was the ené@ me home of Sol o1
market and was built oa portion ofthe former site of the Opera House.

In later yearsits narrow lefthand storeroom housed the Ash K.

Shop, and the wider rigiitand storeroom housed the Nolla Shop. The
Gottesman building is owned by Ernest E. and Marilyn Liggett.

Next to the Gottesan building is 21 Market Street, the former
location of the George E. Winner jewelry store (in the -tefhd
storefront) and Kartés Fashion Cen
occupied the larger rigitand storefront plus the entire second floor of

the building. Kartds closed in t
purchased by Manor Investments Ltd. in 1994.
Kartds Fashion Center i s t he f

consecutive buildings owned by Ernest E. and Marilyn K. Liggett or
their afiliated entities. As we continue our walk through the Necket
next four buildings are not owned by Ernest E. and Marilyn K. Liggett or
their affiliated entities.

: 3 . T
. .
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To the right of Kar t 0 sstory brick2 5 Mz
buil ding that formerly housed Sidl
made her home in an apartment on t
27 Market Street, also a thretory red brick strcture, which once
housed the M&S shoe store. Both buildings are owned by the late Albert
Bates and his wife Rita of We s t
storefronts are occupied by B & R Discount, a variety and grocery store
that is open for businessilya

To the right of B&R Discount is 29 Market Street, the former
Trumper 6s mends wear store. It i
Christian Fellowship Healing Rooms, a storefront church owned and
operated by Donald and Patricia
Harris of Uniontown

Next we reach one of the
Neckos architect
pagel-colored Odd Fellows uild-
ing. This historic structure at 3B3 |
Market Street is the second oldest
building in the Nek, secondn age
only to the Flatiron bilding. In
2004, it was purchasedby BARC
from the disbanding local lodge of
the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.

The Odd Fellows building has
two storefronts separated by a doo
to the stairway leading to the second
and third floors. The lefhand B
storefront once &I il . —FPBros
mends shoes and [ELEFH '
from the adjacen i
wear storevia an opeing through
the common wall. This storefront is
now being remodeled and will house ¥
offices, including that of a building ly
code enforcement officer and

Closeup of Odd Fellows building

he

secretary. Located in the righand
storefront of the Odd Fellows
building is the Henry Vulcan
Insurane Agency.

The second floor of the Odc
Fellows building contains two large
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meeting rooms, an office, and a kitchen area. The top floor contains the

| arge (3006 b ypreséndedid Fblleve ueeting toon and

is the site of the ongoing recstruction and installation of the Plaza

Theateroés 1927 Robert Morton theat e
The four remaining buildings on this side of Market Street between

the Odd Fellows building and the Flatiron building are all owned by

Ernest E. and Marilyn K. Liggett or by Manor Investments Ltd.

In this 1965 photo, the storefraits in this building were shared by the
Endicott Johnson Shoe Store and Thrift Drugs. Later, Eckerd Drug
occupied the entire ground floor.

To the right of the Odd Fellows building is 35 Market Street,
currently housing Eckerd Drugs. A door on the right end of this
storefrort leads upstairs to the former offices of Wilbur D. Johnston
Insurance and Dr. A. M. Silverstein. The upstairs is now vacant. The
building has been owned by Manor Investments Ltd. since 1994.

To the right of Eckerd Drugs is a vacant fatiory yellow brick
building that formerly housed the Bell Telephone Company offices
upstairs and Levyds (Il ater Shur ebds
building is owned by Ernest E. and Marilyn K. Liggett.

The next building wewill passmay be the most architecturally
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This July 1968 photo shows Thrift Dr uq¢
store on the right, where a Sidewalk Sale ws apparently in progress.
Upstarsabove Shur eds wheBel TelepheneCorhpariyc es o f

intriguing building in the entire
Neck. It is a fowstory brick
building with much exterior
ornamentation, and it was once
topped by a cupola. This N
building was the turof-the  §
century headquarters of the
Monongahela National Bank. §
The bank6s snter e
which today is rather plain, once §
featured two pairs of stone -[
columns flanking a large glass |
window, an impressive facade §
befitting the importance of the ||
townds first b
Front Street in 1812). ‘
A few years after the bank
moved itsoffices across Market
Street to its new headquarters i
(which was later known as the
First National Bank building),
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bank president Charles Snowdon ordered the removal of the vacated
bankbés stone and glass first floor
of the Brownsville Public Library, wich Mr. Snowdon built and sokd
the town in 1927%or one dollar The bankdés ornate f
library today.

Many years after the Monongahela National Bank moved out of the
building we are discussj, that building housed the Claybaugh and Sally
shoe store. The owners of this unique Brownsville building, which is
now vacant, are Ernest E. and Marilyn K. Liggett.

Shown in this 2005 photo, from |l eft to
building, the former Monongahela National Bank (third location), the
Snowdon Building, and Union Station.

Just past the former bank are two of the largest buildings in town.
First we come to the impressive thisgery light brick Snowdon
Building (1906). Thi s bwui l dingés front i s un
the curve in Market Street. 't for
clothing store and Bush andViarsh Drug $ore,among other businesses
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In this 1927 photol
Wo me n 6 sre, 8dused in the
Snowdon Building, and beyond it the
AiDrugs?o sign for
Drug Store, also in the Snowdon
Building.

In the center of the photo is the A.
W. Kisinger Funeral Home, located in
the rear portion of the Flatiron
building, along with the bus and taxi
depots. The tower beyond the Flatiron
building was part of the Storey House,
the roof of which is visible abovethat
of the Flatiron building . Sadye Goldstein
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over the years. The vacant Snowdon Buildmghe propertyof Manor
Investments Ltd

Dominating the skyline of the northern end of the Neck is the fivstory
Union Station. In this 2005 photo, it is seelbetween the Flatiron building
(right) and the Snowdon building (left).

Our walkupt he fArivero side of Mar ket
dominant building in the Neck, the Union Station building. Constructed
in 1928 to house the offices of the Monongahela Railway and to serve as
a railroad station, this solidly built fivetory office buiding replaced a
much smaller structure that had served as the original railroad depot
since 1903.

The Union Station building is neacant The two storefronts to the

l eft of the buildingds main entra
Drugs and Orsio Jewelers, among other businesses. One of these
storefronts is presently the home

Jesus. 0 I n addition, near the rig
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office  occupied by
Transcore Radio Rair

that is appamtly in

periodic use.

The bulk of the
massive Union Station
building, however, is
vacant. It is owned by
Ernest E. and Marilyn K.
Liggett, and according to
figures provided by the Architect's 1928 vision of new Union Statiol
assessment offe; it was
purchased in May of 1993 for $155,000.

As we reach the BAR©wned Flatiron building, we have counted
seventeen separate buildings between the Cast Iron Bridge and the
Flatiron building, including the Flatiron building. Based upon data
provided by the Fayette County Assessment Office, about half of these
buildings on the HArivero side of I
owned by Ernest Eand Marilyn K. Liggett or by Manor Investments
Ltd. Two are owned by BARC, two are owned by RitaeBaand the
others are owned by Thomas E. Bizet, Allen C. Dade, Donald and
Patricia Harris, and the Fayette County Redevelopment Authority.

Next, we will cross Market Street from the Flatiron building and
walk back through the Neck, this time takiadook at the buildings on
the opposite (ASnowdon Squareo) si
our walk at another litttmoticed gem of a building, the Second National
Bank, located directly across Market Street from the Flatiron building

BUILDINGS DISAPPEARING FROM
OPPOSITESIDE OF THE NECK

When peoplesisualizethe Neck, their mental image adten of the
unbroken wall of stores alotigh e fAri ver 0 si de of Ma
not surprising, becausmuch ofthe opposite side dfMarket Street is
occupied by a municipal parking lot, and most ofrégmainingbuildings
on that side of the street are architecturally nondescripweMer, that is
not true of three buildings at tmartheastern (Flatiron) end of the Neck,
which is whee we will resume our stroll through the Neck today.
Standing at the Flatiron buildin
a threestory building that | have always felt is seldom noticed because of
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the many larger buildings nearby. It is
the Second Bttional Bank.a bank that
opened in 1882 in an earlier building
on the same spot as the curreni
building.

Sometime between 1909 and
1927, the bank replaced its original
building (photo on right)with a new
one, and that building is still standing |3
to theleft of the former Monongahela
Hotel (Towne House).

Its exterior is in remarkably good g
condition. The building looks asolid

as a rock, as though it could open its
doors for banking business tomorrow.

This new building (seen below) This original Second National
only served as a bank for a fey Bank building (c. 1882) was
decades. Itlosed its doors for good or 'eplaced by the current build-
August 25, 1930when it merged with N9 between 1909 and 1927
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the Monongahela Nation8lank two doors down the street in affort to
avoid figoing under, 0 as many banks
Depression deepenedJnfortunately, éss than a year latethe newly

merged Monongahela National Baclksed its doors as well.

Acurous pedestrian who places an e
window can see through the blinds and marvel at the many old bank
fixtures, including the safe, that are still in place inside. The walls are
covered with marble from floor to ceiling, and thd-tashioned marble
tell ersd counter is intact. Accor
Office web site, this vacant building at 62 Market Street is owned by
Ernest E. and Marilyn K. Liggett.

To the right of the Second National Bank is 56 Markee&i the
former Monongahela Hotel. Opened with great fanfare in 1925, the four
story, 136room hotel has changed hands several times over the
succeeding decades. It was eventually converted to an apartment
building and renamed the Towne House.

In 1993, it was acquired by Ernest and Marilyn Liggett as part of a
$201,030 real estate acquisition that also included the old Brownsville
Gener al Hospital and t he(latdr caletie r h
Colonial Manor) The Towne House was one of thedigt t s6 ear |
Brownsville real estate purchases. Like the buildings on either side of it,
the Towne House is vacant.

As we leave the former hotel behind, we pass the entrance to a
narrow alley. Beyond it lies another impressive bank with four massi
threestory columns flanking its entrance doors. Carved high on the
stone facade of this threstory brick structure are the words
AMonongahel a ($eetphotomextpagg)ank . o

That was the name of Charl es Sn
moved outof its building across the street (the Claybaugh building
pictured earlier and into this new headquar
was actually a renovated old hotel (jweviousMonongahela Hotel, a
newer version of which was simultaneously built nextrdmad opened
in 1925). Despite this beautiful new facility, the Monongahela National
Bank closed its doors six years later due to Depressduced
insolvency.

In November 1947, the building reopened as the First National Bank
of Brownsville (whosename was later changed to First National Bank of
Washington after it was acquired by new ownership). Years later, the
First National Bank of Washington was acquired by Integra Bank (the
predecessor of National City Bank). Integra Bank already owned the
former Gallatin Bank at the other end of town, so the Intbgrachin
the dignified former Monongahela Naal Bank building was closed.
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The building with the four sets of double columns is the former
Monongahela National Bank, which later became thé-irst National Bank
of Washington. It was closed after being purchased by Integra BankAlso
visible is the building that once stood to the right of the bank building.

The building was eventually sold. It has been vacant since that time
and is owned byAlpha Financial Mortgage Inc., whose Monroeville
address is the same as that of Ernest and Marilyn Liggett. The small
parking lot adjacent to the bank at the corner of Brownsville Avenue and
Market Street is also owned by Alpha Financial Mortgage Inc.

We now cross Brownsville Avenughich is the street coming out
of Snowdon Square, and continue walking down Market Street past the
large municipal parking lot owned by the Brownsville Borough Parking
Authority. This lot was constructed in 1971 aftevesal old buildings
were torn down to create space for it. The demolished buildings had
housed Cooperds Menbs Wear, Jaybs
Hopsondés Wall paper and Paint Stor
business when the buildings wemndemned.
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Traffic waits at the traffic light at the intersection of Snowdon Square
(Brownsville Avenue) and Market Street in downtown Brownsville. Most
of the buildings seen in this picture photographedin the 1960s, werdater
razed to construct a municipal parking lot. C & C Real Estate signs can be
seen in several of the vacant storeséo
Among the buildings razed in 1971 for the parking lot were those
formerly housing Thom McAn shoes,J ay 6s womenés wear st
mend cbthing store, the Nut Shop,H o p s oWalpaper and Paint Store
(formerly the Alexander Hotel until prohibition put it out of business in
1919), and several other smaller storefront businesses.
Also taken for the municipal lot project was the parking lot behind the
Nut Shop used by Foodland. That lot was owned by Dr. Joseph Klimoski.

With the construction of the new municipgbarking Iot,

Brownsvi | | ed sincpeasedwenragthemamber of istorgs in
town was shrinking. At the same time, less thi@inty mi nut es o6 dr
from Brownsvill e, t he areaowere firs

nearing completionLaurel Mall opened in early 1971, and Uniontown
Mall opened soon thereafter.

For Brownsville, it appears to have beem case of incredibly
unluckytiming.
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Here is another view of the portion of Market Street where four buildings
were razed to construct the municipal parking lot. The fourstory building
in the distance, housing the Mon Valli Bar and Grill on its ground floor at
one time, was nota z e d . Every building between
Hardware was removed. This photograph, taken in the 1960s, provides a
look at that side of
Market Street just a
few years before its
appearance was dra
matically altered by
the parking lot project.
The photo to the
right shows a private-
ly owned parking lot
that was located be
hind those buildings
Shoppers in town, par
ticularly customers of
Foodland, patronized
the lot. This lot was
also takenby the new
municipal lot project.
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Because so manghoppers parked in Snowdon Square or ithe municipal
lot behind the A&P supermarket (now Sunset Discount), several businesses
in the Neck had two entrances: a front entrancérom Market Street, and a
rear entrance from Snowdon Square orfrom the parking lot shown on the
previous page. This photptaken by Alonzo Cozard on October 18, 1971, is
one of the last photographs taken beforéhis building was demolished. The
photo shows the rear entrance to the Nut Shop, a potar lunch spot in the
Neck renowned for its tasty glazed donuts. The front of the Nut Shop can
be seen in the photo on the previous page.
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Demolition of the four buildings beganin October 1971. The first
building to be s &alpager and PaintHIoEe.s dhed
partially demolished building in the right center of the picture with the
stairs dangling diagonally outsidethe ground floor was the Nut Shop.

As can be seerin this photo, while the new municipal lot did add
parking spaces, iteliminated metered parking onthe westside of Charles
Street (the street inthe foreground, which runs in front of the post office)
and it absorbedan already existing parking lot (foreground of the photo)
owned by Dr. JosephKlimoski.

We continue our walk past the municipal parking lot until we come
to a onestory, threestorefront brick structure that formerly housed
|l salyés (l ater Ernieds Hardware) i
Foodland) in its larger right storefront. hi§ building is now ownedby
Manor Investments Ltd. @inty assessment office records show that it
was purchased in 1998 for $35,000.

To the right of this building is a #®ot wide, fourstory building
that once housed Health Mart (before Health Maolved up the street
one door into the former Foodland storefront). It is called the Wise
building, named for a business that once occupied it. According to
Fayette County Redevelopment Authority Executivaréztor Andrew
French, this building, which isavc an't , has fnncode pr
December 2004t was donated by its previous owner to the redevelop
ment authority

Next to the Wi se building is a s
by the Brownsville Municipal Authority. The site is the formecdtion
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of the Strand Theater, which was built by James Laskey in 1915. It
closed as a movie house in 1952 and accidentally burned down in 1960
while it was being demolished.

This was the Mardave building in 2005. A single onstory building with
many gorefronts, it stretched from the vacant lot where the Strand Theater
once stood, all the way to the Cast Iron Bridge. Built in 1923, it was
purchased in 1991 by Brownsville Group Ltd.

The last building on our walk before we reach the Cast Iron Bridge
is the long, fourstorefront, onestory brick Mardave building, which
stretches all the way from the former Strand site to the Cast Iron Bridge.
Some of this structure is built o]
Built in 1923, the lowslung building oncénoused Woolworth,s Bud 6 s
Clothing Store, Reedbs Drug Stor e,
as well as many other businesses over the years.

On December 6, 1991, the vacant Mardave building was purchased
for $1,750 at a Fayette County auctionuoiwanted properties. It was
one of eightysix properties of which the county had assumed ownership
when sales for delinquent taxes and free and clear sales produced no
buyers.

The buyer of the Mardave building back in December of 1991 was a
little-known Pittsburgh area developer named Ernest E. Liggett, who
purchased the property under the name Brownsville Group Ltd. of
Monroeville. At that same auction, Brownsville Group Ltd. acquired the
Plaza Theater for $400 and the former Sam Bushned Gsr ec't
Furniture Store (opposite the municipal building) for $1,000was one
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When this photo was taken in
1964, the Mardave building
was occupied by Evergreen
Floral, Thrift Plan Loans,
Bookb6s Shoes,
business. The photo on the
right was taken around 1942.

of the first, if not the first,
purchases of Brownsville
property by the Liggetts and
their various corporations.

Our twodirection walk
through the Neck is com
plete. To summarize what we have discovered about the Neck properties
on the ASnowdo»hMakay Gteeet,etltere are dnty six
buildingsfrom the Second National Bank through the Mardave building,
as compared to seventeen on the opposite side of the sbE#iose six
structures, five are owned by Ernest and Marilyn Liggett or their
associated corporations, and one is owned by the Fayette County
Redevelopment Authority. All six of the buildings are vacant.

The goal of this retrospective stralirough the Neckhas been to
identify the ower of each building, provideomehistory aboutthese
buildings,and determine how marbuildingsin the Neckare in useas of
this yearf2005]. Qur informal survey revealhat there are twentthree
separate buidngs i n Brownsvilleds Neck.
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by the Liggetts andheir corporationsfive are owned byother private
owners, two by BARC, and two by the Fayette County Redevelopment
Authority. Hght of the twentythree buildings are fully or paally in

use; fifteen are vacant.

Armed with this information aboutthe history, ownership, and
currentuse of everybuilding in the Neck, wecan now turn to the
persistent question thathas for yearsbedevied the citizens of
Brownsuville:

What isthe best plamor dealing with the Neck?

As might be expeet, here is no consensugthin the community
about how to deal with this critical issueNext former am current
Brownsville residents share théitoughts abouivhatthe future holds in
storef or Brownsvill eds Neck.

OPINIONS VARY ABOUT THE FUTURE OF BROWNSVILLEGS NECK

Havingfocusedso faron the history, ownership, and present uses of
the twentythree buildingsin the Neck,we turn now to current and
former residents, communitieaders, and academic expewho will
sharetheir thoughts aboutow to address the problettie borough faces
in the Neck

During the past several months since the WQ&izumentary
program OnQ highlighted the dismal condition of the Neck, | have
head from and had conversations with many former and current
Brownsville residents. Their proposals for the rejuvenation of the Neck,
ignoring for the moment the logistics of getting the affected property
owners to go along with their ideas, do not focusona single solution
for the Neckbés probl ems.

Diversity of ideas is healthyOf course the variety of opinions also
heightens the difficulty of coming up with a working proposal for the
revitalization of the Neck. Lack of consensus makescutionof a plan
harder to achieve.

One school of thought yearns for a return of retail establishments to
t he Neck. Ot hers see the Neckbs b
visitors drawn to the recreational possibilities of the Monongahela River
and te hi storic attractions of fered
designated hi storic di stricts, t h
and the Brownsville North Side Historic District. A third group
perceives legalized gambling to be a panacea for theoatio woes
ailing the Neck. Ad yet aother segmergnvisions Brownsville as a

(S
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future bedroom community for Pitts
cost of living with its uninterrupted fodane access to the Pittsburgh
metropolitan area.

Wheredoes he NeckO6s best chance of r ¢

In retail?

Tourism?

Gambling?

Residential development?

Developing a plan for the Neckithout a consensus omhat that
pl ands g oflas$beenta ough rut tdoceack.

It is not as though no one h&ted to put together a plan before
now. In the 1970s and early 1980s, there was a concerted attempt to
bring shoppers back to the Neck. A central figure in that effort was
Ernie Magario, a retired Brownsville businessman. In the 1970s, Ernie
and othermerchants in town tried to get a head start on what they
perceived as a coming trend in retaihall shopping.

ABaokt he sevent i ehdmallswer just gartingp | d |
and | tried to get the Chamber, the merchants and the owners & put
mall downtown.

This was the scene in the Neck in 1973, two years after the opening of
Laurel and Uniontown malls. Businessman Ernie Magario and others
proposed converting the Neck into a pedestrian mall (diverting traffic
through Snowdon Square), btithe plan was never adopted.
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iThe guys who designed it though
to divert traffic through the uare, over the Charles Streeidge, and
onto High Street at the Antique Grill. We planned to make the Neck a
pedestriaronly area, put the wiring underground, install nice lamp posts,
and that sort of thing. This was after they tore some of those buildings
down to build the municipgarking lot in the Neck. Unfortunately, the

mal | idea didndt pan out.
iThen | ater, a group of us put uj
G. C. Mur phy buil ding, hoping to re
AAnd that didn't work either?0
AiTheetoupéople |Iiked the idea, b ut
second floor. They said it was wa

fact that one section of Murphyos
than the rest of the store. They said they nedédaton the same level
and they d i d waiitt that upper sectionput without it therewa s n 6 t

This 1984 photo shows Health Mart in the former Foodland location,
having moved there from the location next door shown in the 1973 photo.
One yearlater, the downtown shopping area, already struggling to survive

in the face of competition from the malls, was dealt a devastating blow by
the Election Day Flood of 1985. Some businesses in the heart of the Neck
sustained flood damage too calamitous tovercome and never reopened.



